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Australia-Indonesia strive into oral rabies vaccinationA trial for dogs
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FAO, ECTAD, AIHSP and Ceva Sante Animale 4?? a global animal health company collaborates with Indonesia on a
field trial
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Recent studies conducted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) through its Emergency
Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases (ECTAD), together with the Australia-Indonesia Health Security Partnership
(AIHSP), Ceva Sante Animale 4?? a global animal health company, and the Indonesian Ministry of Agriculture, have revealed
the effectiveness of implementing oral rabies vaccination in Bali, Indonesia. The studies have become a critical finding in
rabies prevention and elimination for the country.

Using specific food-baits and an internationally recognized oral vaccine for dogs to fight the deadly disease

Two pilot areas in Bali, Karangasem and Buleleng districts, were chosen to provide in-depth insights into the acceptance of
various bait types, the effectiveness and people contact-risks of oral vaccine and the estimated success of oral rabies
vaccination under different geographic and demographic circumstances.

By conducting bait trials, the study identified the high effectiveness of the locally made Bali cattle intestine bait and industrially
produced egg bait in releasing the vaccine into oral cavity compared to machine-made fishmeal-based bait. Under field
conditions in Indonesia, the immunogenicity study revealed no significant quantitative difference in the level of antibodies
between orally and parenterally vaccinated dogs. It underlined the advantages of oral rabies vaccination compared with the
traditional method of capture-vaccinate-release (CVR), which was used for several years to reduce human contact risk and
safeguard peopled??s health without compromising vaccination coverage. Studies also recommended that oral rabies
vaccination can be used to replace the parenteral vaccination method using nets by targeting free-roaming dogs.


https://www.agrospectrumasia.com

These studies also paved the way for the widespread adoption of oral rabies vaccination as a cost-effective and efficient
approach to reaching free-roaming dogs. FAO has been working closely with the Indonesian Government to reduce the
impact of threats arising from animals, including rabies, by developing healthy, resilient and sustainable animal health
systems using One Health approach. By facilitating capacity building activities and providing technical support to the
government, FAO has substantially contributed to optimizing rabies vaccination strategies, raising public awareness of rabies
prevention and control, and protecting lives and livelihoods of people in Indonesia, thanks to generous funding from the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID).

a??By embracing oral rabies vaccination alongside other rabies control measures, Indonesia moves further to achieve its
eventual goal of eliminating dog-mediated human rabies deaths by 2030. FAO is committed to support the government
towards eliminating rabies and protecting lives and livelihoods of the peoplea™ said Rajendra Aryal, FAO Representative for
Indonesia and Timor Leste



